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 WHITNEY OUTLET 

The freshwater outlet, which drains Whitney Lake and 
associated sloughs, was closed by Hurricane Irma in 2017. 
(CIM Newsletter, Vol.28(3), Sep. 2017)  That was the first 
time in over 40 years of monitoring of that drain that the 
primary dunes in that area have been physically closed, 
preventing outflow of freshwater.  The closing of the 
dunes is a natural evolutionary process by which freshwa-
ter sloughs are formed.  In the subsequent four years, a 
healthy freshwater interdune system was created due to 
that dune closure.  This is the type habitat used by Ameri-
can eels, now listed as Endangered by the I.U.C.N, many 
frog species, alligators and birds, including: Least Bittern, 
Gallinules,  Moorhens, Red-winged Blackbirds, etc., and it 
is within the Wilderness.  How exciting to witness natural 
geological processes in action!  

 

Then on March 20 2021, destruction.  People had shoveled 
out drain channels from the freshwater slough through the 
primary dune, presumably to lower the standing water on a 
road.  The newly formed slough was full of freshwater 
when the people intervened, and upon release it tore 
through the interdune and ripped the primary dune open 
wide in its rush to the sea.  Such a sad commentary on the 
park.  It has now been six to seven months since the de-
struction of those primary dunes and the devastating effect 
on the functioning of the dune-interdune system.  The new 
outlet flow is both in and out; freshwater out and saltwater 
in, which is devastating to the interdune vegetation and 
thus the natural functioning of the system. 

 

The National Park Service (NPS) was advised of the 
situation on 22 March, and replied that their goal was 
to ñmake sure the Wilderness Areas remain untram-
meled.ò  ????  On 4 April, still with no sign remedial 
action had been taken, the park was asked to 
ñremedy the freshwater flow (loss) as soon as possi-
ble.ò  Their response was curt: ñthe outflow of water 
has been halted.ò  A check revealed that someone 
other than park staff had apparently shoveled small 
plugs of sand into the excavated channels leading 
from the slough.  That stopped the low volume flow 
then draining from the slough, but would not hold 
back the full volume of water when the slough filled. 
And the primary dune, which is the ultimate barrier 
between the freshwater and the sea, remained razed, 
ravaged, unable to perform as a barrier to incoming 
sea water.  In another correspondence, the park said 
they were trying to quantify the loss of freshwater.  
For what purpose, they did not say. 

 

FROM INSIDE THE DUNE BREACH 

LOOKING EAST 



The Regional NPS Office on 26 April commented, ñit is ques-
tionable whether active intervention is necessary to allow re-
sources to recover.  We donôt generally intervene when any 
é. actioné is likely to be undone by natural processes.ò This 
hardly sounds like an assessment made by an ecologist famil-
iar with the dynamics of barrier islands. 

 

Five months later, in September, Georgia Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) people visited the site and found an-
other attempt had been made to further enlarge the breach in 
the dune.  In their next communication the NPS admitted 

there were ñseveral resource concerns: freshwater and sea-
water mixing in the wetland system, loss of habitat, and loss 
of protection from the dune system,ò yet all they proposed 
was to investigate the incidents jointly with DNR, with no 
active intervention to protect the resource, which is their re-
sponsibility.  

 

The next day, a letter from park Superintendent Gary Ingram 
advised all residents that South Fraser/Cut Rd. was closed to 
motorized traffic.  That road is within the Wilderness, which 
prohibits motorized or mechanized equipment, he said, with 
no mention made of the NPS Special Use Permit held by the 
Table Point Co. Inc., a Carnegie family owned property.  The 

permit was given when the Perkinsfamily trans-
ferred their property to the national park.  It cov-
ered vehicular use over a road Charles Fraser built 
in the 1970s, and allowed the Perkins vehicular 
beach access from 1980 to its expiration in 2000.  
Since then however, all parties apparently have 
assumed the permit remained in effect. 

 

CI MUSEUM NEWS 

VOLUNTEERS at CIM 

 

Three volunteers, 
Amy Brunson, a 
librarian at Libbie 
Mill Library in 
Henrico Co., VA; 
Leah Sherry, with 
Turnip Green Crea-
tive Re-use.org 
Center in Nashville, 
TN; and Rene 
Barker, who focus-
es on sustainability 
in TN spent eight 
days in April copy-
ing archival material 
in the museum.  All 
original historical documents will ultimately go to 
the Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library at 
the University of Georgia.  Among other things, 
the library focuses on historical manuscripts and 
natural history archives and records.  The copies 
will not be made available to the public at this 
time, but they will allow transfer of the originals 
without a loss of resources here. 

 

NPS 

WILDERNESS INTERN 

 

Bridget Murray, an enthusiastic young gal with 
a good head on her shoulders, came to Cumberland 
through AmeriCorps in January 2021.  Ameri-
Corps, a government organization that works di-
rectly with non-profits or government agencies to 
serve well-intentioned management goals, sent her 
to establish a baseline of environmental conditions 
for Wilderness management.  Without a baseline to 
measure change, there can be no measurement of 
success in management.  She was working on the 
island through March, and completed all but a few 
items on her list.  Remaining are things that in-
volved third parties such as air and water quality, 
which the Park agreed to finish. 

 

                     10 September 2021   SECOND ATTEMPT 

S. FRASER RD./S. CUT TRAIL 

3 MAY 2021 

AMY BRUNSON IN CIM 



Bridget is now completing her M.S. degree in geology at 
Alabama, while working with the GIS and data services 
program at Grand Canyon National Park. 

 

SEA TURTLES 

The usual state protocol was followed this year regarding 
moving clutches of eggs laid low on the beach.  Nesting 
was good with 645 nests recorded as of the end of Septem-
ber.  Nest predation was minor thanks to the supervisor of 
the project, Doug Hoffman, and his interventions. 

The two turtle girls, Rachel Keaton, from Newnan, GA and 
Lizzie Hancock, from Alabama, remained through the en-
tire season. 

 

      BRIDGET MURRAY, WILDERNESS INTERN 

RACHAEL KEATON 

           LIZZIE HANCOCK 

28 May    Four Canadian geese together on beach. 

10 April  A  Cypselurus 

Melanrus Atlantic, Fly-

ingfish, DOB at South 

Point . 

MISCELLANEOUS OBSERVATIONS 

16 April   Octopus DOB            

Delicious! 

16 April  Many thousands 

of Stomolophus,  Canonball 

jellyfish DOB for a week. 


